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| OBSERVATIONS 


[ - UPON THE 


oy PAPERS. 


Which Mr. ROOKWOOD and Mr. LOWICK 

; delivered to the Sheriffs at the time of their 

[ Execution, April - 29. 1696. Together with 
Remarks upon ſome part of Mr. Cx ax- 

h BURN's Diſcourſe with the Sheriffs at the ſame 
time. 


HERE 1s uſually more than ordinary re- 

gard had to Declarations made by perſons 

neer their death 3 apon this preſumption , 

; that their Minds being leſs concerned for 

| | the Afﬀairs and Intereſt of this World, 

| which they are ſoon to leave, and more affeted with 

the ſenſe of Gods impartial Judgment to which they 

mh Ls are going, they will then declare the truth of whatever 

4h +» they pretend to ſpeak about, fully and ingenuouſly, 
without any reſervation or diſguiſe. 
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But-in theſe Papers, there are ſuch evident marks of 
care not, to ſpeak clearly or diſtindtly, and ſuch plain en- 
deavours to ſerve the Intereſts of a Party, that we de- 
ſerve to be deceiv'd, if we pay them any other regard 
than” what upon a ſtrict Examination ſhall appear to be 
due to ther. 


Mr. Rookwood's Paper. 


It is evident that the Paper which he deliverd to 
the Sheriffs was not of his own drawing: for (as I 
have been credibly inform'd) he was ſeen to tranſcribe 
it from a Draught which was not of his. own Hand- 
writing 5 and ſuch a Draught was afterward touhd by 
the Executioner in his Pocket, and deliverd by him 
__ Sheriff Buckzngham, who has it now 1n his Poſ- 
e{[10n. 


Whether therefore the Contents thereof are. to be 
regarded as the Natural Senſe of one in expeCtation 
of Death, or rather as the artificial Contrivance of 
a Direftor, who was to ſerve his Cauſe and Party 
by whatever Credit the Words of a dying Man might 
obtain, muſt be left to the Conſideration and Judg- 
ment of the Reader. 


He begins with great aſſarance of the juſtice of his 
Cauſe, as appears by his committing it to the cognizance 
of God, without deſiring any mercy or pardon for #hat, 
but affirming it to be a juſt Cauſe. 


Now 


41 


Now conſidering what the Cauſe was for which he 
came to die, that it was for having engaged himſelf in 
that execrable deſign of the Aſſaſſination 3; that he ſhould 
think to juſtifie this at his appearing before the Judg- 
ment-ſeat of God; if this were his own thought, ſhews 
the deſperate ſtupidity of his conſcience. Burt if, as I 
rather believe, he only tranſcribed the words of his Di- 
refor, it argues the madneſs of that profligate Wretch, 
that for any Cauſe whatſoever durſt put ſfach words 
upon a dying Man as could not but hazard his Salvation. 


Firſt he makes him. declare that he chang'd his reſo- 
lution of dying in filence, being moved by thoughts of 
his duty to others, and chzefly to the late King James. 
And it appears by what follows, that the ſervice in- 
tended to be done Him by the Paper, is, to clear him 
from all ſuſpicion of his having been. privy to the Af 
ſaſſination. We are therefore chiefly to obſerve, 
whether what he offers for that purpoſe be ſufficient. 


T do, faith he, with all Truth and Sincerity declare, 
and avow, that I never knew, ſaw, or heard of any Order 
or Commiſſion from King James,. for the Aſſaſſmnating the 
Prince of Orange, and attacking his Guards, 


Here he ſeems to. clear King James of having any 
thing to do in this Matter, and yet does not clear him 
of that with. which he is principally charged. For it is 
not ſaid in any of the Trials that there was a Com-- 
miſſion in thoſe very Words. All that the Witneſles: 
have depoſed, is, concerning a Commillion. to /evy War 

| upon! 
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por the Perſon of the Prince of Orange, and that is not 
deny d 1n this Paper. 


But here Mr. Rookwood 1s brought to declare that he 
2:ver knew of any Order or Commiſſion from King James 
for theſe Purpoſes. For the Commiſſion we ſhall ſee 
afterwards. But did not he know of any Order 2 could 
he ſay this with all truth and Sincerity £ Yes, he avows this 
according to his Paper. And yet the contrary can be prov'd 
beyond all contradiCtion. ' It can be prov'd that with the 


late King's Order or Leave he came from his Quarters at - 


Eſdan to St. Germains in the middle of Farnary laſt. 
The firſt Day he came thither, after he had been at the 
King's Dinner, he was becken'd by him into the Queens 
Bed-Chamber. There King James told him he muſt go for 
Ezgland, and there follow the DireCtions of Sir George 
Barkclay. Accordingly he came hither, and was in Loz- 
doz at the Time when King Fames came to Calair. No 
doubt his coming hither was for the doing of ſomething 
that might facilitate the then-intended Invaſion. Bur 
what he was to do, King James had order'd him to know 
from Sir George Barclay; and the ſame Order he gave 
to ſeveral others at that time, as we are inform'd by 
ſome of their Depolitions.. 


Mr. Harris declar*d that the late King at St. Germains, 


oave to himſelf and Mr. Hare the.ſham Names by which: 


they went at their return to England, :and told them 
they were to go by thoſe Names. He allo told them 
the Times when, and the Place where they were to find 
Sir George, Barclay, and by what Sign they ſhould know 
him ; and bid them take their Orders from him. Now 
all 


— 
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| all the Orders that Sir George gave them were relating 


to the Aſſaſſination. And, as Mr. Porter depos'd, when 
in Converſation Mr. Rookwood expreſs'd his Diſlike of 
it, Sir George told them they ought to obey his Orders, 
for he had ſuch a Commiſſion for ſuch a thing. And, in- 
deed, if one conliders the Obſcurity of Sir George's Cha- 
rafter, that he hath no. great Intereſt in his own Coun- 
try, and is not much known in Erzglarnd ; it can hard- 
ly be thought probable that he ſhould be choſen to head 
a general Inſurrection 3 but he was very fit to head a 
Party of Afaſtins. And that Mr. Rookwood himſelf 
thought that. Sir George, in Vertne of his Commiliion 
from the Late King, had Authority to oblige him to 
afliſt in the Aſſaſſination, beſides what has been prov'd 
of it already, will appear yet farther when we come 
to confider what he ſaith concerning himſelf. 


The Paper goes on — But I am certainly inform'd, that 
he, the Beſt of Kings, had often rejeFed Propoſals of that 


Nature, when made unto him. 


It's very probable Propoſals of this Nature have been 
often made and rejected, becauſe they were made at 
times When the French Forces were not in readineſs 
to give. effectual Afliſtance for the Reſtauration of the 
late . King, + But we cannot but- remember the Caſe 
of Grarval, .about the time of the 1a Hogue Buſineſs 5 
and how when.the Frexch thought themielves in readi- 
neſs, a Defign.of this Nature was not rejected, but en- 
couraged, and was very near ſucceeding. And it may 
be obſerv'd that ſome of thoſe who had propos'd it for- 
merly when it was rejected, were engag'd in it now, 
and 
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and in hope of great Advancement if it had ſucceeded; 
which: ſhows that, in their Opinion, it was not diflik'd 
as Villanous or Diſhonourable, though it was for the pre- 
ſent reje&ted as lmprudent, - becauſe Matters were not 
Tipe for it. 


Paper. Nor doT think be knew the leaſt of the particular 
Deſign of attacking the Guards at his Landing. 


This 18 only the Speech-maker's Thought, or rather 
what he would have others think of the Matter. Bur 
can any one imagine this to be true? the Duke' of 
Berwick having been ſo lately here to be inform'd, 
and to carry Intelligerice of the Poſture of 'their Af- 
fairs? Or could Mr. Rookwood be of this Opinion after 
he had received his DireFions from Sir George Barclay, 
by Order from K. James his own Mouth. 


But hetein he followeth his Copy, which after the 
urging of King James, brings -him next to ſpeak for 
im{elf, And thus he ſays, 


That much againſt his Judgment he was engag'd as 4 
Soldier by his immediate Commander whom he was to' obey, 
That he hath ſerud his true King and Maſter for oo 
twelve Years, and now freely lays: down his Life for his 
Cauſe. That he ever abhorred Treachery even to an Enec- 
my. That if it be a Guilt to have complied with what 
he thought, and ſtill thinks, to have been his- Daty, he is 
Guilty, but owns no other Guilt, hg 
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As to his abhorrence of Treachery, and being en- 
gag'd againſt his Judgment; there appeared Signs of it 
in the Evidence that was given againſt him at his Tryal. 
Mr. Porter declared he had heard him fay, He believed it a 
very deſperate thing, and that he was not wery willing to 
engage in it. And Mr. Harris, That be own'd it was 4 
barbarons thing ; and that if he had known of it before he 
came over, he ſhould bave begg'd the King's Pardon at 
St. Germains, aud wot have come over hither. And as 
was mentioned before, he declar'd his diſlike of it, ill 
Sir George Barclay told him, He ought to obey his Orders, 
ſor he had ſuch. a Commiſſion for ſuch a thing. 


Bur all this ſhews, that at that time he did not que- 
ſtion the late King's knowledge of ' the Deſign: becauſe 
it is clear that he engaged in it purely in Obedience and 
Duty to him; and that he thought Sir George Barclay's 
Commiſiion of ſufficient validity, not only to authorize 
and juſtify the Aſſaflination, but even to oblige him to 
the Service againſt his own Judgment concerning the in- 
. diſcretion or barbarity of the Attempt 3 for now by 
reaſon of that Commiſſion, he ſhould a& as a Souldier 
| and not as an Aſſaſline. 


- In this concluding Paragraph he complains of the King, 
whom he calls the Prince of Orange, that, &s 4 Souldier, 
he did not conſider his Caſe before he fign'd the Warranc 
for his Execution, 


His Caſc, as a Souldier, might have been conſider'd if 
he' had been found 'in a Souldier-like' Ation or Deſign. 
Burt he was Convicted and Condemned as guilty of a 
Deſign to Aſlaſſinate. Would” _ French King conſider 


any 
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any Man as 4 Souldier, that ſhould be convicted of de- 
figning the like Attempt againſt himſelf >» Or ſhould 
our King, that is a Souldier himſelf, ſpare Men of that 
Profeflion, when they leave it, and turn to be Aſſaſſins ? 
Oc ſhould he think them the leſs Villains, becauſe the 
Life they would attempt, is that which he fo freely ex- 
poſes for the Common Preſervation ? . 


But how could theſe Men think that they ated like 
Souldiers in this, unleſs it were becauſe they had a Com- 
miſſion for what they went about? And what was it? 
A Commiſſion ro levy War againſf His Majeſty's Perſon, 
which they could nos but know was a civil word for 


Aſfaſſination. 


It is true, indeed, that Mr. Rookwood had this more 
to fay for himſelf ; that he was engaged as a Souldier 
o his immediate Commander whom he ought to obey. 

ut the Service in which he was employ'd, he confeft 
was againſh his own Judgment. So much his Speech- 
maker has done him the right to.-let him fay. Bur 
docs he att like a Souldier that goes to kill a Man a- 
gainſt his own Judgment? And to do itin that baſe man- 
ner of Murdering one in his Coach. Thus they would 
have killd him under whom their Lives were ſafe, while 
they conſpir'd to take away his : whoſoever does this, 
ſhould not complain that he. is wot confider'd as a 
Sowuldier. 


The laſt words of this Paper are all Untruth and Re- 
venpe, and on both accounts very unbecoming the Con- 
dition of a dying Man. Inſtead of putting Prayers in his 
Mouth for himſelf, the Speech-maker makes him pive- the 
King a parting Blow. He charges. him. as Gui//y of _ 
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Blood crying out againſt him from all parts, and gives 
him an intimation of a heavier Execution hanging over his 
Head, than what is now inflifted on the Aſſaffines. 


If by the wach Blood he meant that which the War oc- 
caſions the ſhedding of, he ſhould have conſidered berter 
to whom the guilc-of thar Blood is-to be imputed ; whe- 
ther to the Defender of the Liberties of Europe, or tothe 
great Invader of them. If he had regard to the Execu- 
rions that have followed upon the Dilovery.of this Con- 
ſpiracy, he ſhould have compar'd what is now done, with 
what was done ſome years ago in the Weſt, by him 
whom he yet eſteems to be the bef# of Kings ; and then in- 
ſtead of theſe bloody Words of His Majeſty, . he. would 
have acknowledged his Clemency in abating the rigor of 
the Law, even in the. Execution of Rookwood himſelf and 

other of his Complices. | 


. If by the heavier Execution hanging over the King's Head, 
he means Punithments from God, he is very bold in pre- 
tending to fore-tell what God will do; If he means ſome 
Execution to be inflicted by Men, we are to take ir as 
an intimation of the Danger the King is ſtill in from thar 
fort of Men. For; whenever Men -of treaſonable Princi- 
| Ples pretend to Prophecy, they truly tell us, what they 
deſign, and what they hope will ſome time or other be ac- 
compliſhed by Men of their Party. DT EST 2 


s 
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Mr. Lowick's Paper. 


Shall take no notice of the devotional part of chis Pa- 
per, nor of the Narrative, where he tell us he hath 
had the Honour to ſerve - ſeveral Connailinns, ec. 
For dying Men are permitted to pray as they pleafe, and 
to avg as they pleaſe in their own Commendation. 
E ſhall only make ſome brief Remarks upon what relates 


wy 


to the Cauſe for which he ſuffered. 


He faith, that, As for being engaged in that for which f 
he dyes, it was never ſo poſitive that be had a Horſe, or 
ſaw any allotted for him. 


This might be true, and yet no Argument of his In- 
nocence, or Abatement of his Guilt; For ſeveral Horſes 
were provided by Lewis, Perkins, and Major Holmes, for 
the uſe of thoſe who never ſaw them. And if Mr. Zowick 
had now kept a Horſe, not having. done ſo before, it 
might have given Suſpicion. | 


As to his denyal of his being to provide two Men for 
the Aſſaſſination, we muſt refer ro the Evidence given. 
againſt him at his Tryal. , 


He was not at any. of their Meetings when they. ſettled 
asy fach thing. 0 ; 
This 
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This was the Caſe of my 
Debates were very ſecret, and few admitted tothem 3. bue 
he was afterwards acquainted with the Reſolucion , 
and complyed with it, as he confeſſed at the Place of 


Exccution. . 


He denies bis beving ſeen any Order or Commiſion from = 
King James. 


Nor was he charged with having ſeen it, forit was ſeen 
by very fow. | 


1 am confident none that know King James will believe he 
would give any ſuch Order. | 


If he means aw Order in expreſs words to Afſaſſinate 3 
whatever other Thoughts we may have of the late King, 
we do. not yet belieye him ro be fo deſtitute of Under. 
 RNanding; as to have' given ſuch an Order. But thae 
Mr. Zowick himſelf did once think there were Orders to 
juſtifie the Attempr, is deposd by Mr. Harris at Rooks 
wood's Tryal. Being, faith he, in company with Mr.Rook- 
wood and Mr. Lowick, 7 declared againſt the thing, as ſo- 
barbarous, that uo Max of Honour almoſt would be guilty of 
it : but Major Lowick anſwered, That we were to. obey 
Orders, for ſure Sir George Barclay world not undertake 4 
thing of that nature without Orders. 


Fhey that do not know King Fames, and yet would 
be able to judge whether he be capable of a Deſign of this 
nature, may conſult a Book written with the Allowance 
ot King James, and i» many-things from Informations gi- 
ven by that King himſclf; as appears by the Adyertiſe- 

meant 
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ment at the beginning of it. Ir is the Hiſtory of the Re- 
volutions of Exg/azd, by Father D'Orleaxs a Jeſuit, Tow. 
3. Lib. 11. Anno1685. Where he tells us thar at Kin 

| coming to the Crown, the late Duke of Monmout 

Ying then in Holand, that King endeavoured to have had hins 
privately ſeized and carried away : ----Entreprit de fair en- 
lever ſecretment le Duc de Monmouth, &:c. This was be- 
fore the Duke appear to be guilty of any Treaſon ; and 


What was to have followed if they had ſeized him, we are 


left ro gueſs. Burt the Prince of Orange ( our preſent 
King) fo diſliked - che Enterpriſe, that he ſent 'the Duke - 
notice of it, furniſh'd him with Money, and ſent him 
away to a ſafer Place. It is true this Inſtance comes not 
fully up to the preſent Caſe, but ir is one Step in ſuch 
an ill- way, and no Man goes all the Lengths of it at 
ONCE. 


But, to the greateſt part of the People of ' England 
King James was once well known, and I hope we do nor 
eaſily forget what we then thought of him; ſince therefore 
the Paper appeals to what they will believe that know him, 
I ſhall alſo refer it to every Man to believe in this matter 
as he thinks there is cauſe. tn 


In the next Paragraph, the Major tells us what he 
ſhould have been forward to do, if King Fames had lan- 
ded; bur that is nothing to the purpoſe for which he 
was condemned. 


He adds, He was never concerned in any blood Aﬀeir 


' in his Life; and that if killing the moſt miſerable Cyea- 


rure in the World (or greateſt Enemy) would now ſave his 
Life, refloxe the King, and make him one of the greateſt 


_ Men in England, be would firſs chuſe to die, becauſe againſt 


the Law of God. And 


CanI X 


And yet he was guilty ot the Afſaſſinating Deſign, 
as was fully proved againſt him at his Tryal, and con- 
feſſed by . himſelf at- his Execution. Either therefore he 
muſt think the Aſſaſſination of the King, and the ar- 
tacking of the Guards, not to be Xing and a Bloody 
Affair, becauſe intended and authoriſed by a Commiſſion 
for levying ,War : Or, when he wrote this Speech, there 
were. thoſe with him that made no ſcruple of doing S4a- 
tan's part-in putting a Lie into the Mouth of a Mag 
preparing for Death. - 


If any, who are wow Sufferers on this Account, think 
1 have been too forward, and a Promoter of this Dejign 3 
1 do now declare it was never my Inclination to do a raſh 


thing. 


_ The Implication of this is, that he alſo was engaged 
againſt his Inclination, and in the fame manner, I ſup- 
poſe, as we have ſeen Rookwood was: They both though 
it a Raſh or Deſperate and Diſhonourable Enterpriſe ; 
bur believing -that Sir George Barclay had orders for: 
_ they thought it both Lawful and their Duty to obey 
m. | | 


By ſuppoſing- that ſome :1who wow ſuffer ou this ac- 
0 ben. pa. reaſon to refle& upon his Condu&, he 
ſufficiently intimates that ſome were drawn into the: 
Buſineſs by his Means: and he plainly confeſſes ir ar 
his Execution , Js what 7 have done in drawing in any» 
into the Deſign, I humbly beg their Pardon. But how 
is this conſiſtent with what goes before in this Paper, 
where he diſowns. that he ever /aw- ghe two Men, whom: 

iT: 
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it was fworn 'he was to provide, or had any on that 
&ccount-? | 


This ſhews how little Regard is to be given to what- 
ever is faid in theſe Papers, either in defence of the 
late King, or for- the juſtification of their own Cauſe 5 
for the plain Defign of them is, not to declare the dire& 
and open Truth ; but ro amuſe the Ignorant, and pive 
Confidence to the Miſtaken; in a word, to ſerve the In- 
gecolt of a Party. DE | 
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My. Cranburn's D:ſcourſe with 
the Sheriff at the Place of 
Execution: 


FOO the Queſtion whether, if he had opportunity, he 
would have diſcovered the Plot ? ' he anſwers, 


He would never have diſcovered any Man. If he would 
have been an Informer, he might have been at Liberty about 
. the Town as well as others. 


This ſeems to inſinuate as if Endeavours had been uſed 
by the Government to bring him over: to be an Evi- 
dence. Bur, if this were his Meaning, it is impudently 
falſe; and in the Nature of the thing very incredi- 
ble, for what Intormation could he have given, if his own 
Account be true, That he had notice of the Aſſaſſination 
on Saturday Feb. 22. between wine and ten; or, as he va- 
ries * his Account in another place, berweern ter and ele- 
wen; and betwe?n eleven and twelve the time was over ? 
Others, who had been longer engaged, and more trufted, 
and underſtood better the Depth and Compaſs of the 
Deſign than this Man pretends to: do3 yet ſtopping 
ſhort of the whole Truth, obraiged not ſuch Liberty. 
This therefore is a vain and idle Boalt. 


C As 
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As to what he faith concerning his being a Member of 


the Church of Eng/and, and intimating as it the DoUtrine __ 


thereof juſtified his Crime ; as: the latter of theſe two 
things is certainly falſe, ſo there. is ſome reafon ro doubr 
whether the firſt of them was true. of 
Bur if this Man was a Member of our Church, he was 
much fitter to have been of another. For he followed his 
Guides with #lind Obedience, and ſuffered them to impoſe 
upon him whart they pleas'd tor the DoCtrine of the Church. 
And if they will acquit themſclyes from that Charatter which 
our Saviour laid upon the Phariſees, of being #lind Leaders 
of the Blind, it lies upon them to ſhew what DoErine there 
iS in our Church by which they can juſtify ſuch a Crime. 
1 ſpeak of them who dire& or embolden Men to dye in 
ſo deſperate a manner, confeſſing the Fa&t, but denying 
the Guilt, of being engaged in an! Aſſaſſination. Let them 
conſider the Queſtions. that were put to this Man. by 
Mr. Sheriff, and tell us plainly where the Dottrine of the 
Church of E»g/and allows of the Aſſaſſination of our King, 
or indeed,of any Perſon. In which of the Articles or Homilies, 
or Councils received by this Church, is this allowance to be 
found ? The ſecond part of the Homily againſt wiltul Rebel. 
lion reaches us, That Chriſt hath given to w, his Chriſtians 
and Servants, an eternal Example to teach us to obey 
Princes, tho. ſtrangers, wicked, and wrongful. This is plain. 
ly the Dodrine of the Church of Ergland. But where 
is the aſſaſlinating DoQtrine ro be found ? Eſpecially in'the 
Caſe of our Righttul and Lawful Sovereign, who fil'd the 
Throne after the late King had attempted the' ſhaking of 
the Foundations on Which it ſtood, and then deſerted 
it, and joynd himſelf to the Intereſts of the Common 


Enemy. | 
If 
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If a few angry diſcontented Men will ſeparate from all 
' others, and call chemſelves the Church of England, and 
their Notions the DoCtrine of it, who can help it? 


But it is to be hoped, that all ſober | Chriſtians, who 
deſire to be rightly guided, will be adviſed by their pro- 
per and: lawful Paſtors; and nor truſt themſelves ro be 
dire&ed, eſpecially in their Preparations for another World, 
by that ſort-of Men, .who have ſhewn us by ſome late Ex- , 
amples, either how little they underitand their Sacred = 
Office, or to what unjuſtifiable purpoſes they are. capable 
of abuſing it. | ) 


Tf 
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BOOKS Sold by Robert Clavel at the Peacock 
at the Weſt-End of St. Pauls. 


Diſcourſe on the Offices for the Fifth of November, the 
F Thirtieth of Faxuary, and the Twenty Nineth of 
> May. By Thomas Comer, D.D. Dean of Durham, 


A ſecond Admonition to the Diſſenting Miniſters of the 
|  Dioceſs of Derry, concerning Mr. Boy/e's Vindication of his 
. Remarks on a Diſcourſe concerning che Inventions of Men 
in-the Worſhip of Go Dz with an Appendix contain- 
ing an Anſwer to Mr. Boy/e's CES againſt the Sign 
of the Croſs. 


Hiſtorical Account of the Hereſie denying the God: 
head of Ce. 


